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Letter from the President

Dear Friends,

2018 was truly a transformative year for the Winston Knolls Education 
Group.  I am so proud of what we have accomplished.  The Winston Knolls 
School received approval from the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
to implement a transition program, and an age extension from 19 years of 
age to 21 years and 11 months in age.  We also opened The Knolls Center 
for Autism, a center providing several therapy services that will fit specific 
needs of children and their families.

The ISBE approval and Knolls Center for Autism puts us on a path for future growth and expansion into 
services in academics, but also into services such as: physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech therapy, 
social services and clinical psychology.  All of these services hold true to our mission, which is to provide 
a comprehensive and distinctive learning environment for individuals with autism and related challenges. 
Through effective teaching, personalized curriculum, special program offerings and behavioral services, we 
help our children and their families achieve the highest quality of life.  This continues to build the credibility of 
our organization with our current and future school districts. 

Our enrollment grew which pushed the Winston Knolls School to an all-time high!  I must mention our staff 
retention is at 94%, which speaks to the overall atmosphere of our school. Referrals and tours more than 
tripled, along with servicing new school districts. We introduced the co-teaching method; it’s modeled 
with one of the following methods: One Teacher, one assistant; Parallel Teaching and Stations Teaching. 
We introduced Dr. Laura Hunt to our staff as Staff Psychologist.  She will provide services such as clinical 
psychology, behavior management, counseling, and social services.

The school expanded to a 3,100 square foot addition within our current building.  The Life Skills Learning 
Center improvements have been made possible through generous gifts from Sears Holdings Corporations 
and Home Depot.   We have begun discussions with the Caruso Development Corp and the Village of Hoffman 
Estates, regarding the opportunity to acquire outdoor space for a combined playground and recreational 
field within close proximity to the school. The Winston Knolls School now occupies 70% of the building.  

On the financial side, the organization is on solid ground with a sizable surplus.  The Finance and Business 
Operations provided strong practices that enabled the organization to perform several new opportunities 
such as: upgrade to the facility, add additional professional staff, and a one-time discretionary compensation 
awards for staff.

All these achievements are from the result of an incredibly hardworking and professional staff who devote 
their lives to their students.  Our Board of Directors are supportive, smart, creative, and they work tirelessly to 
advance a sustainable level of excellence every day. Thank you from the bottom of my heart for another great 
year!

Val Belmonte

Val Belmonte
President and Chief Executive Officer
Winston Knolls Education Group
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Overview

Winston Knolls Education Group is a State of Illinois 501-(c)-(3) nonprofit organization providing specialized 
education programming, professional related services, family therapy, professional development and 
transition offerings for individuals who are not finding success due to a variety of intensive special needs 
that require personalized academic, behavioral and social interventions. In partnership with more than 30 
school districts throughout the Chicagoland Area, working with special education and alternative education 
students, providing them with individualized attention, innovative blended learning approaches, and all 
necessary support services to overcome barriers to education.

Winston Knolls Education Group’s educational facility, The Winston Knolls School at Hoffman Estates Campus 
is a non-public special education Pre-Kindergarten through 12th grade high school approved by the Illinois 
State Board of Education. Here we provide school-based services to children (ages 3-21.11) diagnosed with 
autism spectrum and related disorders such as emotional / behavioral disorders, developmental disabilities 
and other health impairments. We believe every student should be given the opportunity to reach his or her 
full potential.

Mission

The Winston Knolls Education Group provides a comprehensive and distinctive learning environment for 
individuals with autism and related challenges. Through effective teaching, personalized curriculum, special 
program offerings and behavioral services, we help our children and their families achieve the highest quality 
of life.

Vision

Inspiring a lifetime of individual achievement, independence and learning.

Core Values

Commitment | Compassion | Courage | Dignity | Respect
 

Board of Directors

Val Belmonte, Board, President / Secretary; Finance and Investment Committee
Ross Biank, Board, Chair; Finance and Investment Committee 
Kevin Dulin, Board, Treasurer; Finance and Investment Committee - Chair 
Gloria Harper, Board, Vice-Chair
Steve Tober, Board, Director 
Dave VenHorst, Board, Director

We are looking for volunteers!

If you are interested in lending a helping hand for any of our special events throughout the year, 
please contact Jenny Williams at jwilliams@winstonknollsedgroup.org.
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SMARTBoards

Our teachers are constantly looking for ideas to engage and improve learning with our students whom have 
diverse needs and abilities. SMARTBoards support inclusive classrooms by offering students many ways to 
learn information, express ideas, and demonstrate understanding. The SMARTBoard also allows teachers 
to address different learning styles - visual, auditory and kinesthetic. A SMARTBoard can help students 
with autism by improving their communication skills through group participation.   We are happy to have a 
SMARTBoard in each of our seven classrooms. 

2018 School Year

The 2018 school program opened the school year with 52 students, 
compared to 40 at the start of the 2017-18 school year. In addition, 
we’ve added a 7th classroom at the start of ESY. To accompany 
student growth, we have added and expanded programming 
services, including: 

• +2 teachers 
• +1 cOTa (certificated occupational therapist assistant)
• +1 staff psychologist 
• +1 Behavior Interventionist

We are proud to currently serve 24 school districts. 

New Communications Programs

The Device Care Plan governs all students using a speech-generating or augmentative & alternative 
communication device (AAC) provided by a contracting school district. This plan is being implemented to 
ensure that proper protocols and procedures are in place to minimize occurrences of damage to the device 
during the school day and increase “up-time” so that the student has the necessary tools to succeed in the 
classroom. Students using AAC devices are always under the supervision of faculty at The Winston Knolls 
School (TWKS). TWKS has established and implemented a Device Care Plan for the supervision and care of 
all students’ AAC communication devices. Please note: TWKS Device Care Plan is the first such plan of its 
kind developed and implemented by any alternative day school in the State of Illinois.

The Class Dojo Program has been implemented in each classroom, which is a web-based behavior 
management and data collection tool saving teachers’ time and eliminates paper data collection.

End of Year Celebration

Thursday, July 26, 2018, was an amazing day for The Winston Knolls School, as we celebrated our students’ last 
day of summer session. Families and community members joined and the students had so much fun. There was 
face painting, an Autism friendly garbage truck, a bubbler, tye-dye towel tubs, a therapy dog, “Skates” from the 
Chicago Wolves, games and food. We had a record number of attendees for any event hosted at our school.
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The Knolls Center for Autism provides ABA therapy to help children and young adults with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder and other related disorders.

Our treatment programs are research based and widely accepted for children with developmental disabilities. 
Our family centered approach will take the goals you have for your child and develop programs to help your 
child reach their highest potential. We pride ourselves on having the best trained staff.

The Knolls Center provides ABA therapy, which is used to build skills such as:

 • Basic Academic Skills
 • Social Skills
 • Adaptive Learning Skills
 • Leisure Skills
 • Expressive Language Skills
 • Receptive Language Skills
 

The Knolls Center Director – Joanna M. Kooistra, MS, BCBA

Joanna Kooistra has worked with individuals with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) and other developmental 
disabilities, as well as ADHD, anxiety disorders, learning disabilities, and behavior disorders. She has 
experience in many settings including: schools, clinics, residential programs, home programs, community-
integration programs, behavioral health hospitals, and sheltered workshops. 

JMK Behavior Services Affiliation

Winston Knolls Education Group is proud to announce an affiliation with JMK Behavior Services that will 
provide programs, services, support and other resources to families, children and young adults with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and other related disorders. The Knolls Center for Autism provides services 
and programs such as; occupational therapy, speech and language therapy, physical therapy, social 
skills groups, parent training and education, family counseling, social work, psychiatry and pre-academic 
programs. Our approach is holistic and multidisciplinary under the direction of Joanna Kooistra, Director of 
The Knolls Center for Autism and President of JMK Behavior Services. 

2018 Statement of Activity and Functional Expenses

Support and Revenue

School Tuition $3,106,625

Awards Dinner $7,977

Donations $3,946

Interest and Other $1,506

Total Income $3,120,054

Expenses

Personnel $1,938,439

Program $590,842

Occupancy $370,042

Depreciation $24,133

Total Expenses $2,923,456

Functional Expenses

Program Services $2,483,848 85%

Management and General $386,669 13%

Fund-raising $52,939 2%

Total Expenses $2,923,456

Prog	Svcs
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Fund-Raising

On October 18, 2018, the Initial Organizational Meeting of the Winston Knolls Foundation for Thriving with 
Autism was held. Organizational Resolutions of the Board of Directors were adopted, with some of the accepted 
resolutions included: bylaws, officers, articles of incorporation and standing committees.  The formation 
of the Foundation will represent just another in a long list of key milestones in the growth of Winston Knolls 
Education Group. The Foundation shall be organized and operated exclusively to benefit, perform, and carry 
out the charitable, scientific, educational, and other exempt purposes of Winston Knolls Education Group | The 
Winston Knolls School.

Mission

We help families affected by ASD understand and access essential educational and therapeutic support with 
ease and efficiency.

Vision

Children with Autism having every opportunity to achieve their best life.

For the period ended June 30, 2018 (unaudited)



Bancroft Award for Teaching Excellence

The purpose of The Bancroft Award for Teaching Excellence is to recognize all aspects of excellence in 
special education teaching and in special education teaching-related activities that foster students’ desire 
for a lifetime of individual achievement, independence and learning.

Margaret Bancroft Distinguished Leadership Award

The Award is the highest honor Winston Knolls Education Group | The Winston Knolls School bestows upon 
an outstanding individual or organization celebrating the accomplishments of this exceptional individual or 
organization whose professional achievements, personal life, public or civic service, philanthropic or volunteer 
endeavors reflect their dedication and meritorious accomplishments. 

About Margaret Bancroft (1854-1912)

Bancroft’s intelligence, imagination, and dedication to her students set her apart as an 
extraordinary educator. At the age of 25, she embarked on a courageous and lonely 
endeavor by opening the first private boarding school in Haddonfield, New Jersey, 
for children with developmental delays. She believed that disabled children needed 
special schools, adapted material, and well-trained teachers rather than to be sent to 
institutions. Bancroft’s students responded to her love and patience and individually 
tailored instruction. Under her influence, the medical profession began to awaken to 
their responsibility to help correct defects and disabilities in children. Admirers of her skill 
came to train and later became leaders in the field of special education.  
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Award Recipients Award Recipients

Jill Bisluk Debra Thomas

Michelle Glassman Marea Rosedale

Peter Di Cianni Dr. Robert Daniels Barbara T. Doyle

Carl La Mell
Department of Special Education

University of Illinois, Urbana – Champaign

2016 2017 2015 2016 2017

20192018

Awards Dinners Over The Years

2018 2019



What’s To Come

Transition Program for The Winston Knolls School

The Winston Knolls School’s High School team is dedicated to ensuring that both our students and parents 
are prepared for the transition from high school to post-school activities, including post-secondary education, 
vocational education, integrated employment (including supported employment), continuing and adult 
education, adult services, independent living, and community participation. This process begins when the 
student reaches to the age of 14 and continues until the day before their 22nd birthday. Transition planning 
involves the multi-disciplinary team taking into consideration the needs, strengths, and interests of the student 
as well as the concerns of the parents. This will provide our families with a strong foundation of knowledge 
they will need to successfully begin the next stage in their child’s life. In order to uphold these standards and 
continue to develop the high school program, a transition specialist is needed. 

Transition program would be responsible for the following areas:

• Life Skills groups within the high school program
• Vocational training within the high school program including working in the school store and off campus 

opportunities 
• Planning and completing transition assessments for the students in the high school program
• Training the teaching staff on writing appropriate secondary transition goals and plans
• Collaborating with the school districts of our students to ensure students are meeting requirements for 

graduation/certificate of attendance
• Parent education

Extraordinary demand coupled with the ability to help 
their students reach their full potential is what 

makes Winston Knolls unique.
-Board Member

They have done a remarkable job.
-Donor

“

Winston Knolls provides a good environment 
with qualified professionals

-Donor

“
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2353 Hassell Road, Suite 110
Hoffman Estates, IL 60169

p: 630.283.3223
f: 847.874.7091 

www.winstonknollsedgroup.org
www.winstonknolls-hecampus.org


